BCJS Newsletter
Spring Term 2018

Email: info@banstead-junior.surrey.sch.uk
Website: www.bcjs.org.uk

Dear Parent/Carers,
Although the Spring Term tends to be shorter than the other two terms, it has not been any
less interesting. The dramatic fall in temperature and associated snow was a real shock to
the system. Hopefully, the return of the ‘Beast from the East’ will not affect your holiday
plans too much.
Over the term, it has been a pleasure to see our new teachers settle in so well. It was also
a pleasure to hear that Mrs Gurney, Miss Davison and Mrs Panesar have all safely delivered
their babies. We look forward to their return on completion of their maternity leave.
After the Easter holidays, we have another teacher joining the staff. Mrs Barker will be
working alongside Year 3 and Year 6.
The children have also shone over the term. I was so proud of the BCJS dancers who
performed at the Harlequin Theatre, Redhill. It was a privilege to see such amazing
performances. Throughout the whole show and in their dressing room, their behaviour was
exemplary. I would like to thank Mrs Hammond for all her hard work in organising the
dancers and their costumes.
Sports Relief was another success – raising approximately £700. The children seemed to
really enjoy all the sports activities they took part in. Well done to everyone for their efforts.
A big thank you to Mrs Boxell for all her hard work to make the day such a success.
Thank you to all those of you who kindly brought in flowers for the local care homes, they
were received with gratitude.
It just leaves me to say have a lovely Easter break. The school will re-open on Monday 16th
April at the normal time.
Happy Easter.
Mr S Scott
Headteacher

World Book Day
The children – and staff – went to town this year with their costumes. We had such a wonderful mix
of characters and it was particularly interesting to see a range of traditional characters, such as
Alice in Wonderland and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory alongside characters from modern
books such as David Walliams’ Gangsta Granny. The children listened to a short story from Radio
2’s short writing competition in assembly and shared their favourite books and authors.

Egg Competition
EGGTASTIC!
Once again, we have been treated to an array of beautifully decorated eggs. Every year
there are new ideas and the children have difficult decisions to make as they vote for their
favourite one in each year group. This year there were 99 entrants; thank you to everyone
who took part.
Mrs Rowbotham
Prize Winners:
Year 3:
Year 4:
Year 5:
Year 6:

1st Chloe Read
1st Maia Eggar
1st Isla Henwood
1st Wai Kwan Wong

2nd Bobby Read
2nd Ellie Turner
2nd Mia Brown
2nd Brooke Turner

3rd Alexa Freshwater
3rd Maddox Enever
3rd Isabella Emanuel
3rd Luke Diges

Curriculum Activities
Year 3 Frittata making
Across the half term, Year Three have been making frittatas as part of their DT and Art lessons.
During these lessons, as well as linked with our Science this term, the children have been discussing
healthy food options and balanced diets. The children have been creating their frittata recipe, picking
their own healthy ingredients and taking part in chopping, grating and breaking a few eggs (very
successfully!)

Year 3 Ancient Greeks
In History, the children have been studying Ancient Greeks. The children have learnt a lot about
Ancient Greek life, stories, and influential people. In English, the children have enjoyed studying a
range of Greek Myths and have adapted the story of Theseus and the Minotaur with excellent
success. We know the whole year group are looking forward to the Ancient Greek workshop.

Egyptian Workshop
Year 4 thoroughly enjoyed a drama workshop this term, based on their History unit: Ancient Egypt.
They developed their knowledge of Egyptian society and delved into the mysteries of
Tutankhamun’s tomb.

Year 4 History Projects
Well done to all the children in Year who completed a fantastic project about Ancient Egypt. The
exhibition on the Year 4 corridor rivals the British Museum!

Swimming
The children in Year 4 have enjoyed their swimming lessons at Tadworth Leisure Centre this term.
They have practised different strokes and it would be lovely if the children could continue to practise
what they have learnt regularly out of school hours.

Sport at BCJS
Spring Term 2018
Football News
On Wednesday 7th February, the Year 5 football team played in a tournament at Banstead Juniors
against four other local schools. The boys showed great skill, determination and teamwork and
ended up winning the tournament overall as they won every football game they played. Well done
to all those boys involved. A great achievement!

Football Week
The North Downs Schools Partnership Football week kicked off on Friday 23rd March with the Year
4 Tournament at Tadworth Primary school. The eight boys played well, demonstrating great
teamwork and skills. The boys scored in two matches, winning both, drawing two more games and
then losing the rest. Out of seven local schools, the boys came 6th. A great start to the week!
On Monday 26th March, the Year 3 Football Tournament was held at Banstead Juniors school. The
sun shone down on us as seven local primary schools turned up to participate. The squad played
six games, winning one, drawing two and losing three. The boys showed great football skills and
teamwork. This was the first time all eight boys had played together and they showed great strength
and resilience against other teams.
Tuesday 27th March saw the Year 5 tournament held at Walton on the Hill Primary School. The
tournament was one of the largest ones within the football week, with all nine schools in the
partnership represented. The boys played exceptionally well, going unbeaten in all eight games
played. Goals were scored in every match except the last one and the team only conceded one
goal! The team won the competition only dropping one point.
Wednesday 28th March was supposed to be the final tournament for Year 6, however, due to bad
weather and waterlogged pitches, the tournament was cancelled and will be re-arranged for the
start of the Summer Term.
A massive thank you to all the parents who supported their children and the team during the various
tournaments. Well done to all the boys involved! Great work!

Netball News
On Thursday 8th February Olivia, Amelia, Bobby, Holly S, Eleanor, Josie, Elena and Aimee went to
Downsend School for a High 5 Netball Tournament. There were eight schools but we only played
seven. Each match lasted eight minutes. We had a group of local high school girls umpiring the
tournament. Our results were: 2-0 loss, a 4-1 loss, a 0-0 draw, a 2-2 draw and a 5-0 loss. Although
we lost every match, we enjoyed playing against different schools and it was a great experience for
us to develop and learn. (Match report written by Amelia, Year 6)

On Thursday 8th March, the Year 4 friendly football tournament was held at Warren Mead Junior
School against three local schools; St Anne’s, Shawley and Warren Mead.
Our first game was against St Anne’s which was a tough match. We had lots of chances, including
Harry’s amazing shot, but that was kept out with a great save before the half time whistle went. St
Anne’s came back fighting in the second half, but neither team managed to score a goal, so the
game ended as a 0 – 0 draw.
The next match started with a different formation against Shawley. The match started quite evenly
but Banstead took an early lead with a goal from Henry from outside the penalty box. Shawley then
bounced back and scored a goal soon after. The match continued to be even and eventually the
full time whistle blew.
The final game was against Warren Mead. Both teams battled well with the match finishing with
both teams scoring a goal each. (Match report written by Harry and Henry, Year 4)
On Friday 9th March, a group of eight year 5 girls went to Epsom College to take part in their U10
Netball Tournament. They played three matches, winning one and losing two. They then went into
the 5th/6th playoff game, narrowly losing 2-0 and finally went into the 7th and 8th place playoff,
winning the match 9-1. Banstead player of the tournament was Eleanor Neal who received an
Epsom College drinks bottle.
Well done to all the children involved, as they do not normally play 7 aside netball. To win against
other schools was a great achievement.
On Tuesday 13th March, it was the Hi-5 Netball District Qualifiers held at Tadworth Primary. We
entered a team, comprising of boys and girls to play matches against other local primary schools.
The team played really well against tough competition. Out of eight schools we came a respectable
4th. Well done to all the children who played that afternoon.

Sports Relief 2018
Sports Relief was held on Friday 23rd March. The children were invited to come to school dressed
as their favourite personality or in their own sports kit with a donation of £1. Wrist bands were on
sale every day after school on the week leading up to Sports Relief, with all wrist bands being sold.
On the day the children attended an assembly, where they got to sing the official Sports Relief song
– a great hit! The children also participated in a range of sporting activities in their PE lessons / on
the day.
Thank you to everyone that donated money. Our current total of donations stands at £580, with
more money to be collected and counted.

Clubs at BCJS
Cheerleading News
Cheer club is run on Friday Mornings before school by Maddie Gary, a World Champion Team England member.

d'Arcy Clarke (Year 6) competed at FC "Bring It On" International Cheer Competition this weekend
in Paris. Her team “Surrey Starlets Tyrian” won their division Junior Level 2 and then went on to be
Grand Champions beating over 20 teams from countries around the world including; France,
Luxembourg, Spain and Sweden. Grand Champions mean that Tyrian scored the highest points for
their routine in all divisions (expect level 1) including senior level 4.2 teams. Congratulations to
d’Arcy and all of her team mates for an outstanding achievement.

Chess Club News
Chess club is run on Wednesday and Friday lunchtimes by Mr Durrant.

The Delancey Chess Challenge is the largest children's chess tournament in the world. Each year
the children take part in Chess Club in seven rounds of tournaments, with the winners going on to
qualify for the Chess Mega Final. You may have seen the children wearing badges, talking about
their gold prize spots and displaying the mascots they have earned in class.
In the tournament they got three points for a win, two points for a draw and one point for a loss. The
Banstead Junior School Chess Clubs did really well with a record number qualifying for the Mega
Final.
The results are in!
Wednesday Club
1st Place
Noah Prestney
2nd Place
Sofia Collom
rd
3 Place
Lucas Goodwin
4th Place
Harry Brown and Ethan Ramful

Tough Chess – Friday Club
Winner
Sonny Beale
Gold Medal
Sam Kitching
Silver Medal
Matthew Sheehan
Bronze Medal
Henry Powell

Congratulations to everyone who took part and good luck in the next round qualifiers.

Dance Club News
Dance Club is run on Wednesdays and Thursdays before school by Anna from Starsteppers and Mrs Hammond.

After weeks of hard work and rehearsals, both BCJS Dance Clubs represented the school brilliantly
at the East Surrey Dance Festival at the Harlequin Theatre in Redhill.
All dancers thoroughly enjoyed the experience and the friends and families that attended have all
said it was amazing. We are very proud of them and are looking forward to their next performance
at the Banstead May Fayre on Saturday 5th May.
Come along and cheer us on, we are marching down the High Street from 11:30am and are due to
dance in the Orchard in front of All Saints Church at 1:20pm.

MUSIC AND CHOIR NEWS
SPRING TERM 2018
The Choir welcomed new and familiar members last term.
It has been lovely to have the assistance of Miss Dakin with Year 5/6 choir on a Tuesday
lunchtime. She has a beautiful voice and it is good for the children to hear another adult,
apart from me, singing! Thank you to everyone for supporting the Choirs and especially to
the wonderful children that commit each week, missing a playtime, to discover the magic
that their voices can create and share. It is always a real honour and privilege to stand in
front of your children and get them to sing! The sound produced in their voices, particularly
when they experience the genuine satisfaction that comes from being able to sing with skill,
is one that truly touches the listener.
If your child would like to join the choir, please be assured that they will always be welcomed
as there is no audition and no cost! All they need is a desire to listen and learn in order
to develop their own amazing instrument and master skills that could last them a lifetime –
well worth missing one playtime for.
Out of interest, my own vocal skills have been struggling recently as I’ve suffered a chest
infection, followed by a nasty bout of the flu so far this year. As a result, I have not been
able to arrange a concert like I did last spring but am hoping to organise a mid-summer
musical soiree next term – details to follow.

AFRICAN DANCE and DRUMMING WORKSHOP
Year 6 learnt about the rich rhythmic musical culture of Africa last term and enjoyed a
workshop led by a Ugandan teacher, Steven Kasamba, which involved playing different
African drums and learning traditional dance moves that celebrate the wonder of being
alive. Steven really managed to communicate the essence and wonderful diversity of
individual dance moves and clearly demonstrated the all-inclusive nature of African music.
He sang a lullaby to begin the day whilst playing a beautiful ‘adungu’ harp made of goat
skin and fishing wire (tuned to a pentatonic scale) and then led the whole school in a loud
call and response session – very rousing!
The Year 6 children responded brilliantly to both sessions and inspired the whole school at
the end of the day with amazing performances.

YEAR 4 UKULELE LESSONS
The children are looking forward to sharing the skills learnt so far this term on the ukulele
with class concerts in which everyone performs. The challenge has been to rehearse a
piece/s that demonstrates good playing and singing skills and will provide the performer
with a sense of achievement. I hope to be able to share some of these performances in the
summer concert.

MUSIC EXAMS – new display
It is always a pleasure to hear children playing pieces which they’ve been working on for
an exam, so please encourage your child to let me know if they are taking an exam or have
taken one. I know how much effort and time these take to achieve! I am planning a display
in the music room celebrating exam success and would appreciate photos of children with
instrument/holding certificate etc…or just their smiling faces. Please send in any relevant
items, thank you.
Children can be invited to play their pieces in assemblies and in so doing create really
special moments for the whole school to share. At the heart of musical activity is performing
(sharing) and the more opportunities we have to develop such skills is welcomed.

SURREY ARTS INSTRUMENTAL TUITION
If your child is interested in learning a musical instrument, please ask me
(jburke@bcjs.org.uk) or the school office for an application form for Surrey Arts.
Alternatively,
please
visit
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/heritage-culture-andrecreation/surrey-arts/music/music-lessons-for-children and apply online. All the lessons
are centrally administered through Surrey Arts. Tuition is available for strings, woodwind,
brass, percussion, guitar, piano, keyboard, recorder and singing. Individual or group
lessons are available and lessons normally take place at school during the school day.
Thank you for reading. Have a wonderful Easter holiday.

Mrs. J. Burke

A217 Crossing Update
Dear Parents,
I have been in contact over the last few weeks with the Highways team to figure out why our beautiful
crossing has not been finished.
In short the crossing can only be opened once the road has an anti-skid layer put on it (and lights).
Very annoyingly for the highways team and for us all, the water board are behind with finishing their
work and until they sign that off, the highways team cannot finish their work because they run the
risk of the water board digging the stretch of road up for a third time.
The Highways team are pretty fed up with the water board and had more meetings last Friday - Ill
attach their update below.
We are hoping from the update to have things finished in April! In the meantime, although we have
a temporary crossing please continue to be very careful especially on the slip road which is very
dangerous.
Thanks for your patience.
Regards
Eva Hellings

TERM DATES
29th March
16th April
25th May
28th May – 1st June
11th June
20th July
4th September
5th September

Spring Term Ends (1.20pm. EARLY CLOSURE)
Summer Term Starts
INSET Day
Half Term
INSET Day
Summer Term Ends (1.20pm. EARLY CLOSURE)
INSET DAY
Autumn Term Starts

Dates for your Diary
th

19 April
7th May
11th May
14th – 17th May
25th May
5th June
8th June
11th June
13th June
16th June
18th June
19th June
21st June
29th June
6th July
13th July

Class Photos
Bank Holiday
Yr4 Viking Workshop
SATs Week
INSET Day
Yr. 5 Mayan Workshop
Yr. 4 Chessington World of Adventure
INSET Day
Open Morning
PTA Circus
Yr. 5/6 Sex Education Parents Meeting (6pm)
District Sports Day
Yr3 Sealife Centre - Brighton
Sports Day
PTA Leavers Ball
Reports to Parents

Announcement from All Saints’ Church
After nine years of working for All Saints’ Church, I am writing to tell you that I am moving
into a new and exciting opportunity at Christ Church, Epsom. I will be taking up my new
post from 14th May 2018. I would like to take this opportunity to say that It has been my
pleasure to be involved with so many children, young people, parents/carers and teaching
staff at Banstead Community Junior School during this time.
I wish all of you a very Happy Easter!
Jen Sadler
Children, Youth and Family Worker for All Saints’ Church, Banstead.

Parent Information
Please be reminded of the School’s policy in relation to taking pupils out of school without
authority. This Policy is available on the School’s website for you to read, but we have
included the salient paragraphs for you below.
Just to reiterate, it is no longer possible for the Headteacher to approve holidays
within term time. If you have exceptional circumstances as to why a pupil needs to be
taken out of school you must, before you do so, get the approval of the Headteacher
Circumstances when a Penalty Notice may be issued:







A Penalty Notice may be issued to parents/guardians who are failing to ensure their
child’s regular school attendance and are failing to engage with supportive measures
to improve attendance proposed by the school or Education Welfare Officer.
Where a pupil is taken out of school (e.g. for a holiday) during term time for 10
sessions or more without the authority of the Headteacher, each parent is liable to
receive a Penalty Notice for each child. In these circumstances, a warning will not
be given where it can be shown that parents had previously been warned that such
absences would not be authorised.
Pupils identified by Policy and Education Welfare Officers engaged on Truancy
Patrols and who have incurred unauthorised absences.
Late arrivals after the close of registration, on 5 occasions during a half-term. The
lateness will be recorded in accordance with the Punctuality/Lateness section of our
School Attendance Policy.
With the exception of unauthorised holidays taken in term time,
parents/guardians will be sent a formal warning of their liability to receive such
a Notice before it is issued.

Lost Property
Again we are left at the end of the term with a mountain of lost property. Please ensure
that all of your child’s possessions are clearly labelled with their name this will enable us to
return lost items to your child. Name tags are also available from the Uniform Shop.
Any that cannot be reunited with its owner can be found in the lost property by the entrance
to the Sutherland wing, these will be disposed of at regular intervals if not claimed.

Press and Media
We’ve had lots of positive articles in the local press this term. These can be seen displayed
outside the hall or you can go online to either Surrey Mirror or Epsom Guardian and use
their search facility.

Entrance to the cage
The Chair of Governors, Mr David Parker, is currently in talks with Surrey County Council
to rectify the situation of our entrance to the cage. The muddy entrance is mainly due to
the refuse lorry mounting the pavement to collect the bins, despite the Council saying that
the bins are wheeled to the lorry, kerbside. We have taken photos of the area which has
shown tyre tracks across the road, pavement and through the mud and have sent these to
Surrey. Hopefully this area will be repaired very soon.

Rag Bag
I would like to say a big thank you to Mrs Ray for organising and collecting the Rag Bag
clothes over the years which has raised money for the school. However, due to changing
circumstances, she is no longer able to store these bags at her home. (We have to collect
a certain amount before we can receive money). The school has therefore taken the
decision to stop the Rag Bag collection and will no longer be accepting any unwanted
clothes. We would like to thank all parents for donating clothes over the years.

Parking
Please, Please, please be more aware of how and where you drop your children off for
school. There have been many near misses over the last few weeks. It’s only a matter of
time before a child is seriously hurt.
Unless prior permission has been sought, please do not park in the school car parks as
they are for staff and visitors only. Please do not park or block access to these or the Youth
Club car park.

Ear Piercing
If you are considering having your child’s ears pierced, please arrange for this to be done
at the beginning of the summer holidays. For health and safety reasons earrings CANNOT
be worn in PE lessons.

Payments for School Lunches
The school office is still having to spend a lot of time chasing parents over school lunch
debts. Please could we ask parents to set up a balance alert within ParentPay which will
warn you when you reach, say, £6.30, the price of three meals. This will give you time to
top up your Parent Pay account, which will eliminate the office staff having to contact you
initially by email, followed by text, and lastly by telephone, if you still have not responded.
To set up your alert, at the home page of Parent Pay, click on Communication. The ‘Alert
Setting’ is the third item on the left. Select this. You will then be taken to Balance Alert and
the Threshold. Type in, say, £6.30, and ‘tick’ either email or text…your preferred method of
being informed that your child’s account is running low.
Thank you for your co-operation.

BCJS EXTRA CURRICULUM CLUBS
April 2018
ATHLETICS CLUB
Starts Wednesday 18th April – 3.30 to 4.30. All year groups. Fee payable to SCL and run by Mr Spencer.
Letter to follow.
FOOTBALL CLUB
Starts Monday 16th April for Years 3/4 and Tuesday 17 th April for Years 5/6 – 3.30 to 4.30. Run by JDFS –
Fee payable. Letter to follow.
GIRLS FOOTBALL CLUB - field
Starts Monday 16th April 3.30 to 4.30 – all year groups. Fee payable to SCL and run by Mr Spencer. Letter
in School Office.
CHOIR – lunchtimes – Music Room
Starts Tuesday 17th April for Years 5/6 at 12.15 pm to 1.10 pm and Thursday, 19th April for Year 3/4 at 12.40
pm to 12.40 pm. Both sessions will be held in the Music Room. This club is run by Mrs J Burke.
GARDENING CLUB
Starts Monday 16th April. 12.35 – 1.05. There will be a sign-up sheet outside Mrs Knight’s classroom (5G).
This will be run by Mrs Knight.
NETBALL CLUB - playground
Starts Tuesday 17th April - 8.00 to 8.45 am – Years 3/4. Starts Thurs 19th April – 3.30 to 4.30 – Years 5/6
(small fee payable). This club is run by Mrs Tracey Thompson. Letter has been sent via the children. Spare
copies in the School Office.
DANCE CLUB – before school – School Hall
Starts on Wednesday, 25th April – Years 3/4 and Thursday, 26th April - Years 5/6 at 8.00 to 8.45 am. Fee
payable – letter has been sent. Run by Anna from Starsteppers and Mrs Kate Hammond. Places will be
limited.
GYM CLUB – School Hall
Starts Monday 30th April – 8.00 to 8.45. Run by Rebecca Williams – numbers limited, fee payable.
CHESS CLUB – Art Room
Starts Wednesday 18th April and Tough Chess Friday 20th April – lunchtime. Run by Mr Durrant – separate
letter sent, fee payable.
KIDSZONE – School Hall
Starts on Tuesday 24th April in School Hall – 3.30 to 4.45. Fee payable – letter from School Office. This club
is run by Banstead Community Church.
BIBLE CLUB – lunchtimes – Room 8 (Mr Booth’s classroom)
Starts Wednesday 18th April – Years 5/6 12.15 to 12.40. Years 3/4 12.40 to 1.05. Run by Mr Bongers.
ART CLUB – Art Room
Starts Wednesday 18th April – 3.30 to 4.30. Separate letter to follow. Fee payable. Run by Mrs Stearman.
CHEERLEADING – School Hall
Starts Friday 20th April – 8.00 to 8.45. Separate letter to follow. Fee payable. Run by Maddy Garry.
SELF DEFENCE (London TKD)
Starts Wednesday 25th April – 3.30 to 3.40. Separate letter. Fee payable. Run by London TKD (Shayan
Zadeh).

