BCJS Newsletter
Summer Term 2019

Email: info@banstead-junior.surrey.sch.uk
Website: www.bcjs.org.uk

Dear Parent/Carers

As always, I can’t believe the end of the year has arrived. The year has really flown by.
The summer holiday is a combination of happy and sad emotions. For our Year 6, they are
embarking on a new challenge at the secondary schools. For many this will be an emotional
cocktail of excitement and apprehension. Hopefully, the school has prepared them as well
as we can for this new step in their lives. We all wish them well for Year 7. For the rest of
the school there is the summer holidays and their new year group to look forward to.
Wherever you go this year, I hope you have a wonderful time and return to school safe and
refreshed in September.
Staffing
For all the staff who are leaving we wish you well in your new paths. For our new staff, we
welcome them to our team and wish them every success.
SATs
Well done to our Year 6 who have, for some, completed their very first ‘exams’. I hope the
experience wasn’t too negative. All of them should be proud of their success. Hopefully,
with the new emphasis by Ofsted on the curriculum, there will be less pressure on the pupils
in the future.
Building works
Over the summer we are renovating two classrooms and sanding and re-varnishing the
floor in the school hall, which should hopefully make it look like new.
PTA
Every year, it is my privilege to thank the PTA for their consistent efforts in raising nearly
£10,000 for the school in a variety of ways. They organise and promote so many events
for the school community. Thank you. The monies they have raised this year have bought
the pupils a new trim trial with safety matting underneath together with resources for
Geography and History and games for wet play. The PTA will be holding their AGM on
Wednesday 18th September at 7.30pm.
The Governing Body
A special thank you to all the volunteer members of the Governing Body whose hard work
throughout the year is very much appreciated.
Volunteers
I would like to thank all the volunteers who give their time to come into school to listen to
children read, help the teachers in their classrooms and go on school trips. Thank you.
It just leaves me to say that I hope you all have a fantastic summer break and we all look
forward to seeing you in September. School will be open for pupils on Thursday 5th
September at 8.55 am.
Kind regards
Steve Scott - Headteacher

PE at BCJS
Cricket
Year 6 – Banstead Cricket Club
On Friday 17th May the Year 6 cricket celebrated their end of SATs by…entering a cricket
tournament! The team played fantastically with their first match against Woodmansterne.
The match was a close one with some excellent bowling and batting skills by all. It was a
close game which we lost out on by just 5 wickets.
Our next match was against Tadworth and we were not going to let the wickets defeat us
this time. Millie made some excellent bowls to gain us some wickets. We also had some
excellent team work from the brilliant batting pair consisting of Joe and James, their
excellent hits scored us many 4’s. The teams excellent play led to us beating Tadworth
which meant we were in the semi-final playoffs.
We met Walton on the Hill, there were some incredibly fast bowls which deflected brilliantly
by the team. It was another close match and Walton just edged ahead of us. They made
it through to the final.
Our last match to qualify for 3rd or 4th place was against Kingswood. It was getting rather
chilly but that did not stop the team from powering through. A very successful game played
by all and as a result we won this game leaving us in 3rd place. Well done to Barney, Alex,
Millie, James, Kasey, Bertie, Elliot, Julien and Joe – you played fantastically, thank you very
much for representing the school superbly!
Year 5 – Merstham Cricket Club
On Wednesday 26th June Mrs Pledger and Mrs Jones took a very fresh cricket team to play
at Merstham Cricket Club. What was meant to be a tournament ended up being a match
against Merstham Primary. The winners of the tournament were to progress forward to
represent Reigate and Banstead at the County Schools Cricket Competition. Some of our
players were new to the sport but were keen to attend which was great. 2 games were
played and were very close! We lost out on a few runs meaning we did not get through to
the next stage however a huge well done our brilliant squad – Olivia, Luke, Kye, Dexter,
Max, Sam, Josh, Joseph and Theo.
Netball
Well done to all the netballers this term. We have had all the teams
involved in a tournament with some Year 3s joining the Year 4s,
playing in their first netball friendly against St Anne’s. You have all
demonstrated great teamwork whilst playing and your skills are
developing fantastically!
Many
thanks
to
Tracey Thompson for
all her hard work in
delivering the club
before
and
after
school and arranging
extra
training
sessions.

Thank you to Mrs Pledger who has supported the Netball
club and accompanied the team at all the tournaments as
well.
Sports Week
Sports Leaders from The Beacon
Sports Week began this Year with Year 3 being joined by
the Young Leaders from The Beacon to assist them in their PE lesson. The students were
fantastic and the Year 3 children enjoyed having them to help.
Olympic Fencing
Year 6 and our Year 5 Sports Crew had the opportunity to take part in Fencing which was
run by former British Number 1 Nick Payne from Epsom Fencing Club. They had an
enjoyable afternoon learning about the discipline of fencing but also enjoyed using the LED
sabres.
There
are
many
workshops
coming
up,
please
visit
http://www.epsomfencingclub.org/ for more details.
Korfball
Year 4 had an enjoyable afternoon taking part in Korfball. Korfball is a mixed team sport
that originated from The Netherlands. The children all had fun working together and learning
about the sport which has similarities to Netball and Basketball. Nomads Korfball are always
open
to
welcome
new
players,
please
visit
https://www.nomadskorfball.com/trainingandmatches for more details.
District Sports
The Athletics squad were excited to be taking part in District Sports at David Weir Leisure
Centre. Having taken part in trials in PE lessons, the team were selected and had been
busy training for the big day. With rain creeping in the morning, there were many anxious
children about whether the event would still be going ahead, fortunately clear skies began
to show! The event started off fantastically with many 1st positions awarded! Strength from
other teams began to creep in for a few events towards the end of the day however our
relay teams flew through again to help us total up points. After careful calculations from
our fantastic scorers, Banstead were overall awarded with 2 nd place with a total of 191
points and St Anne’s winning with a total of 208.5 points. Thank you Mrs Pledger, Mrs Jones
and Miss Traynor for all your hard work and support on the day. Thank you to Mrs Gurney
for your help with training the squad. A sad farewell and well done to Joe, Chester, Alex,
Josiah, James, Charlotte, Ayla, Amalie, Lois, Elena and Eleanor, our brilliant Year 6
Athletes, many of whom have been attending since Year 3, what wonderful athletes you
are!
District Sports Large Schools Results
Track
Long J
Throw
Total
Position

St A
156.5
22.5
29.5
208.5
1st

BJ
130.5
35.5
25
191
2nd

WM
127.5
18.5
16
162
4th

T
125.5
30.5
25.5
181.5
3rd

Wood
111
13
24
148
5th

Sports Day
Well done to Amber for winning the Sports Day trophy this year! The weather was fantastic
which enabled us to get all the events completed in one day. All the children competed
brilliantly demonstrating many qualities of a good team player. We were fortunate to be
joined by our ex pupils who are now at The Beacon and are very grateful for their help on
the day. The day would certainly have not run as smoothly without their help. It is always
lovely to have The Beacon come and join us. They are brilliant role models for the pupils at
Banstead and it was great to see the extra efforts they would go in supporting the pupils.

Thank you to Mrs Hammond for arranging for the students to come and join us and
organising them. Thank you as well to all the staff for their continued support with the PE
and for helping everything run to plan.
A big thank you to our wonderful PTA for organising the refreshments for the day, we really
do appreciate all that you do for the school. A final thank you to all the supporters that came
on the day, it really does mean a lot to the children to have you all there cheering them on.
Staff vs Year 6 Netball Match
Well done to our fantastic Year 6 Netball team who in tradition played against the teachers.
The children were all treated to a special match on Thursday 18 th July with some very
familiar faces playing. The teams played three 5 minute matches with the Year 6’s certainly
making the teachers work hard! Both teams played really well and it was a very close game
however a few goals snuck in towards the end resulting in an 8-4 win for the teachers. Well
done to Year 6 for being such an excellent, talented opposition.
There are lots of exciting events planned for the next academic year. We have got the
Swimming Gala to look forward to in the Autumn Term as well as lots more fixtures. Once
again thank you to all the parents and carers who have supported the children this term at
the various fixtures. It is very much appreciated.
Also I just want to take this time to personally thank you all for being so very supportive
with the PE at Banstead Juniors. Many of you will always be there to support the teams
at events regardless of weather, as well as offering your time to help with training,
refereeing and all sorts. The children are all fantastic, representing the school brilliantly - I
hope they all continue with their interests and love of sport.
Mrs Panesar 

Year 3
Sea Life Centre
Year 3 had a wonderful time in Brighton, where we visited the Sea Life Centre. As it was
pouring down with rain, we headed straight to the Sea Life Centre, where we saw many
amazing sea creatures. Fortunately the rain stopped, so we managed to walk along the sea
front quickly and go onto the beach before we had to go home. For more information about
the Sea Life Centre, please read the attached leaflet from Issy A.

Year 4
Year 4 trip to Chessington
On Tuesday 2nd July, Year 4 visited Chessington World of Adventures as part of their
Science in English learning. During Science lessons, the children have been investigating
different animals’ habitats and how environmental changes can impact them. In English
lessons, we have looked at the pros and cons of zoos and have used this knowledge to
write persuasive letters. They have also studied a text by Anthony Browne called ‘Zoo’. We
all had a lovely day and want to say a big thank-you to all of our adult helpers who supported
us on our trip. The children’s behaviour was excellent and because of this, we managed to
go on a few of the thrilling rides in the afternoon as a special treat.
RE Sikhism
This term, Year 4 have been learning about the Sikhism faith. Mrs Bahra’s brother, Satti
came to visit Year 4 and showed them how to tie a turban. He also answered lots of
questions the children had about the religion and it was fantastic to be able to learn from a
practising Sikh and have such a practical session.

Year 5
Fab Fuzzy Mud!
We started Fuzzy Mud in Year 5 on 24th February by reading the original book by Louis
Sachar. After listening to the first 5 chapters, we stopped to continue the story on our own.
At the beginning of the year, we read ‘There’s a boy in the girls’ bathroom’ also by Louis
Sachar and loved it so we were really pleased to be reading another of his books. I loved
‘Fuzzy Mud’ so much! When we had finished
writing them they were published and bound
into a proper book and read our versions to
the Year 4 children. I loved the original book
because it had so many cliff hangers and at
the end of the book everyone was really sad
it was over. I would 100% give both books
10/10. I hope we get to read another Louis
Sachar book in Year 6!
By Poppy M

Year 6
Junior Apprentice
Everyone in year 6 has enjoyed working on Junior Apprentice and we hope when it comes
you will too.
For those of you that don’t know, Junior Apprentice is a Year 6 task which helps us develop:
confidence, business tactics and much more. We create games or make tasty treats and
try to make the most profit per group. We are given a budget of £10 to spend. You can
spend as little as you want, but can’t be a penny over.
For Junior Apprentice there are infinite possibilities to choose from. Believe us it has been
proven this year. Penalty shoot out to cake pops, just goes to show the amount you can
make spending under £10. We raised over £600 for various charities that we chose. The
activity was held in The Base and we are sure that many of you were there!
By Karina Ramful and Eleanor Neal

Rock Bottom
This year, Year 6 have participated in many different things, but our year 6 production (Rock
Bottom) stood out among the crowd. We all enjoyed working together as a team, and seeing
all talents we have. This production was written by Craig Hawes, and it included many
(awful) jokes and puns.
Rock Bottom is a play loosely based on the Stone Age, and a young inventor named BC
(Bobby Cobblestone played by Morgan), who tries to become a famous inventor. Also, one
our favourite characters, Lady Lava was played by a boy (Josiah)! Also, we would like to
thank our lovely Mrs Hammond for tweaking our script to fit the amount of people in our
year, bringing in all the needed props and creating the background.
We all enjoyed working hard and performing this play, and we hope every ‘Juan’ next year
does too.
By Elena Stampton and Rosie Andrews

MUSIC AND CHOIR NEWS
It has been a relatively quiet term with the choir since our ‘Joseph’ production and
performances on Open Day, but I have enjoyed singing with the children that have resisted
the playtime delights that the field offers on a sunny day and still want to come along on a
Tuesday or Thursday lunchtime!
Next term, the choir has been invited to sing at the Epsom Playhouse for The Epsom
Symphony Orchestra’s Christmas concert on Sunday December 1 st. I have taken the
choir to this occasion twice before and am delighted to have been offered the opportunity
again. Details will follow next term.
I do hope you will encourage your child to join the choir and be part of this event, especially
if they have never attended before. There is no cost for joining.
Successful singing is important because it builds self-confidence, promotes self-esteem,
always engages the emotions, promotes social inclusion, supports social skill development,
and enables children of different ages and abilities to come together successfully to create
something special in the arts. And because it involves active music making, it counters the
influence of our screen dominated culture!
NEW! – Rockband Club
I am delighted to announce that our guitar teacher, Mr Crompton is aiming to set up a new
Rockband style club for children next term. This will involve developing skills on the bass
and electric guitars, drumming, keyboards and vocals and setting up bands made of 5-6
children. Performances from each band will hopefully be featured in an end of term concert.
We will be delivering taster workshops to interested children early next term focussing on
the ensemble nature of a band and highlighting essential skills, after which you will receive
information about how your child can join a band and have lessons. I am excited by the
opportunity this offers more children to access musical learning and hope you will support
this new initiative.
Have a wonderful summer.
Mrs. Jacqui Burke

PTA
Thank you for all of your support this past school year. We have some exciting ideas to put
forward and events planned for the next year. Please save the date and come along to our
AGM, on the 18th September, at 19.30pm, in the school.
We wish you all a lovely summer holiday.

Mandy, Anna and Gillian

Puzzle Day
Friday 12th July was Puzzle Day at BCJS. The Happy Puzzle Company led a day of
fantastic logic problem workshops across the whole school; challenging the children to work
collaboratively as teams to solve a sequence of thinking challenges. Below are some of
the children’s reflections on the day.
I really enjoyed Puzzle Day because I like
working in a team with my group. I also
enjoyed doing the puzzles because they were
a big challenge – Abigail, Elm Class

I really enjoyed Puzzle Day because
they were so tricky and we had to
solve them. My favourite puzzle was
the penguin one because it didn’t
always work – Ziya, Fir Class

All the puzzles were fun and I enjoyed
working cooperatively with my friends to
complete the different challenges. After all of
the puzzles my brain was exhausted! I
definitely would like to do this type of
activities again. – Bertie, Hazel Class

I enjoyed Puzzle Day because it was fun working
together in a team. I especially like the penguin puzzle
and the tube challenge.
Every puzzle seemed
impossible but my group managed it (in the end). It
was fun testing ourselves and I hope we can do it
again! – Tabitha, Birch Class

Our team struggled at first as Lewis, (the Puzzle Day
teacher) hadn’t told us any tactics. I remember that
we had just one penguin left and then one of our
team members lent on the table knocking all of them
off! We didn’t fuss about it, just started again and
completed the challenge. I really wish I could do it
again! – Vanessa, Poplar Class

TERM DATES
4th Sept 2019
5th Sept 2019
28th – 1st Nov
19th Dec
20th Dec
6th Jan 2020
17th – 21st Feb
3rd April
20th April
22nd May
25th May – 29th May
8th June
21st July
22nd July

INSET DAY school closed for pupils*
Autumn Term begins
Half Term
Autumn Term Ends (1.20pm. EARLY CLOSURE)
INSET DAY school closed for pupils
Spring Term Begins
Half Term
Spring Term Ends (1.20pm. EARLY CLOSURE)
Summer Term Begins
INSET DAY school closed for pupils
Half Term
INSET DAY school closed for pupils
Summer Term Ends (1.20pm. EARLY CLOSURE)
INSET Day school closed for pupils
Dates for your Diary

12th Sept

Individual Photos

20th Sept
7th – 11th Oct
14th Oct
15th Oct
22nd Oct
6th Nov
30th Nov
13th Dec

Jeans for Genes*
Year 6 Residential Week – PGL
Yr2 Parents - Walkabouts
Yr2 Parents - Walkabouts
Parent Consultations - Late
Parent Consultations – Early closure (1.20pm)*
Christmas Fair
Christmas Jumper Day*

We have worked alongside Mr Burbidge at Banstead Infants to ensure that as many
dates as possible correlate between the two schools including INSET days, Parent
Evenings and charity days. These are shown with the *. Thank you for your
understanding that this cannot be possible for every event.

School Lunches
As you would have already been informed, from September we will be having new
caterers for the school lunches. AIP will be offering freshly cooked nutritional meals
for the children every day. The price per meal has increased to £2.20 and meals
will need to be ordered a minimum of a week in advance via ParentPay. Look out
for the new menu on your account from 1st August. (Please note that you will need
to be in credit to order lunches or be able to top-up the account when ordering meals)

BCJS EXTRA CURRICULUM CLUBS
September 2019
ATHLETICS CLUB
Starts Wednesday 18th Sept – 3.30 to 4.30. All year groups. Fee payable to SCL. Letter to follow.
FOOTBALL CLUB
Starts Tuesday 17th Sept – 3.30 to 4.30. Run by ESE Football – Fee payable. Letter to follow.
GIRLS FOOTBALL CLUB - field
Starts Monday 16th Sept 3.30 to 4.30 – all year groups. Fee payable to SCL. Letter to follow.
CHOIR – lunchtimes – Music Room
Starts Tuesday 17th Sept for Years 5/6 at 12.15 pm to 1.10 pm and Thursday, 19th Sept for Year 3/4 at
12.40 pm to 12.40 pm. Both sessions will be held in the Music Room. This club is run by Mrs J Burke.
GARDENING CLUB
Starts Wednesday 18th Sept 12.15 to 12.45 for all years. This club is run by Miss Alexander, letter to follow
NETBALL CLUB - playground
Starts Tuesday 10th Sept - 8.00 to 8.45 am – Years 3/4. Starts Thurs 12th Sept – 3.30 to 4.30 – Years 5/6
(small fee payable). This club is run by Mrs Tracey Thompson. Letter to follow.
DANCE CLUB – before school – School Hall
Starts on Wednesday, 18th Sept – Years 3/4 and Thursday, 19th Sept - Years 5/6 at 8.00 to 8.45 am. Fee
payable – letter has been sent. Run by Anna from Starsteppers and Mrs Kate Hammond. Places will be
limited.
GYM CLUB – School Hall
Starts Monday 16th Sept – 8.00 to 8.45. Run by Rebecca Williams – numbers limited, fee payable.
CHESS CLUB – Art Room
Starts Wednesday 11th Sept – lunchtime. Run by Mr Durrant – separate letter sent, fee payable.
KIDSZONE – School Hall
Starts on Tuesday 17th Sept in School Hall – 3.30 to 4.45. Fee payable – Letter to follow. This club is run
by Banstead Community Church.
BIBLE CLUB – lunchtimes – Room 8 (Mr Booth’s classroom)
Starts Wednesday 11th Sept – Years 5/6 12.15 to 12.40. Years 3/4 12.40 to 1.05. Run by Mr Bongers.
ART CLUB – Art Room
Starts Wednesday 18th Sept – 3.30 to 4.30. letter already sent. Fee payable. Run by Mrs Stearman.
CHEERLEADING – School Hall
Starts Friday 13th Sept – 8.00 to 8.45. Separate letter to follow. Fee payable. Run by Maddy Garry.

Parent Information
Please be reminded of the School’s policy in relation to taking pupils out of school without
authority. This Policy is available on the School’s website for you to read, but we have
included the salient paragraphs for you below.
Just to reiterate it is no longer possible for the Headteacher to approve holidays
within term time. If you have exceptional circumstances as to why a pupil needs to be
taken out of school you must, before you do so, get the approval of the Headteacher.
Circumstances when a Penalty Notice may be issued:
 A Penalty Notice may be issued to parents/guardians who are failing to ensure their
child’s regular school attendance and are failing to engage with supportive measures
to improve attendance proposed by the school or Education Welfare Officer.
 Where a pupil is taken out of school (e.g. for a holiday) during term time for 10
sessions or more without the authority of the Headteacher, each parent is liable to
receive a Penalty Notice for each child. In these circumstances, a warning will not
be given where it can be shown that parents had previously been warned that such
absences would not be authorised.
 Pupils identified by Policy and Education Welfare Officers engaged on Truancy
Patrols and who have incurred unauthorised absences.
 Late arrivals after the close of registration, on 5 occasions during a half-term. The
lateness will be recorded in accordance with the Punctuality/Lateness section of our
School Attendance Policy.
 With the exception of unauthorised holidays taken in term time,
parents/guardians will be sent a formal warning of their liability to receive such
a Notice before it is issued.

Lost Property
Please make sure that all of your child’s possessions are clearly labelled with their name
as this will make it easier for us to return an item if it is lost. Any that cannot be reunited
with its owner can be found in the lost property situated between the two buildings.

Press and Media
We’ve had lots of positive articles in the local press this term. These can be seen displayed
outside the hall or you can go online to either Surrey Mirror or Epsom Guardian and use
their search facility. We have included some photographs of previous events on the last
page.

Parking
Unless prior permission has been sought, please do not park in the school car parks as
they are for staff and visitors only. We would expect all parents to park considerately and
in a way that would not risk the safety of other road and path users, especially at the
entrance to either of the school car parks or the Youth Club car park.

Mayan
Workshop

I had a lot of fun learning about the
Mayans through drama. – Sofia. C Maple

I loved the Mayan workshop. We
had fun whilst learning about history.
–Anais. J Maple

I really enjoyed the Maya
workshop as we learnt lots
of facts and had fun
through drama whilst doing
it! – Ella. T Maple

