BCJS Newsletter
Autumn Term 2018

Email: info@banstead-junior.surrey.sch.uk
Website: www.bcjs.org.uk

Dear Parents/Guardians
It is hard to believe that it is only a week until Santa makes another epic journey across the
world. Hopefully, all the children have been good and will get all the presents they deserve!
As part of the seasonal festivities, it was good to see the pupils wearing their Christmas
Jumpers raising more than £330 for Save the Children.
For those who attended the Christmas Concerts, I hope you all enjoyed the shows. As ever
it was great to see the children really enjoying performing to the parents, although there
were a few tired faces on Friday.
Thank you to all the parents who donated towards our two charities this year. We raised
over £800 for Cystic Fibrosis and Meningitis Research Foundation. Thank you for your
generosity.
Also a big thank you for our new PTA who have worked so hard to put on two very
successful events. Together the Jingling Jamboree and the Glow Disco raised £1,800.
May I also say a big thank you to the Governing Body, who have diligently supported the
school over the last year.
We are all very sad to say goodbye to the three trainee teachers who are returning to St
Mary’s University in January. They will be greatly missed by the staff and pupils and we
wish them all the best in the future.
Finally, we would all like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a happy and rewarding New
Year. School closes at 1.20 pm on Wednesday 19th December for pupils and re-opens on
Thursday 3rd January 2019.
Have a great Christmas.
Mr S Scott

Year 5 Trip to Hampton Court
Year 5 visited Hampton Court as part of their History lessons to learn more about Tudor life
and the reign of Henry VIII. They used the new iPads to follow an interactive trail around
the exhibits as well as meeting the laundress who gave them a tour of the great hall. They
had an amazing day and enjoyed learning more about a very significant period of history.

Reading across the school
Accelerated Reading continues to encourage children to read. We now have two iPads in
each class that are being used by children to complete quizzes, collect points and count
the number of words read. Don’t forget to use the AR website to find more books:
http://www.arbookfind.co.uk/.

Year 6 Art
Our art lessons have focused on camouflage and we have some fantastic examples of how
colour can be used to ‘hide’ creatures. There is a display in the lower corridor of our
building.
Book Fair
A big thank you to everyone who supported the Autumn Book Fair. With your help we
raised a massive £611.00 in rewards for books for our school. It is greatly appreciated.
Mrs Danbury
Year 4
In Year 4, the children have enjoyed bringing in and showing all their dragon images. They
have shown great imagination when creating their own characters and writing their own
stories based on ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ by Cressida Cowell.
In Art, the children have been working carefully in teams to design and create their own
Pied Piper collages, which also link with our first English topic: Stories from other Cultures.
A letter has gone home regarding swimming next term. The children are very enthusiastic
already and looking forward to improving their swimming skills.

Year 4 achievements out of school
A massive well done to Stanley in Fir Class, who has raised over £100 for Princess Alice
Hospice by growing and selling his own vegetables and flowers. His charitable actions
have reached the ears of Alan Titchmarsh, who has mentioned, he is proud of Stanley’s
achievements.
Also, well done to Mateo in Cedar Class who was selected to represent Surrey in the South
East Trophy Championships in Tennis. His team won the competition. What a fantastic
achievement.
Anna in Willow Class has been excelling in swimming. She took part in eight races as part
of her Swimming Club Championships winning two gold medals, three silver, one bronze
and two sixth place. Huge congratulations to her.
Chess
Fircroft 7th Individual Chess tournament took place last Sunday in Surbiton. It was a tough
tournament with children taking part from 12 different schools in the area. Congratulations
to Quinn Kelly who won the Under 8s chess trophy. Very well done Quinn!

Year 6
Visit to The Beacon
This term, The Beacon School kindly invited Year 6 to watch their production of ‘Mary
Poppins’. The children were enthralled by every aspect of the performance: the singing,
acting, dance routines and costumes. Impressively, many cast members were past pupils
of BCJS, which made the performance even more special. One child wrote in their review:
“I had a thrilling time; the performance was so professional!” Another stated: “I don’t usually
like musicals, but I really enjoyed this one.”
Poetry in Year 6
Year 6 have finished the term by studying Mary Howitt’s classic narrative poem, ‘The Spider
and the Fly’. Written in 1829, this is a cautionary tale about a villainous spider who lures a
fly into his ‘parlour’. Children have enjoyed exploring the poem, which is rich in oldfashioned language and poetic devices such as alliteration, similes, metaphors and
personification.

MUSIC and CHOIR – Autumn term 2018
The Choir has welcomed new and familiar members this term and enjoyed entertaining you
at the Christmas concerts with songs in the swing style by Glen Miller for Years 3 and 4,
Duke Ellington, Benny Goodman and the Sherman brothers (Jungle Book) for Years 5 and
6. Thank you to everyone for supporting the Choirs this term and especially to the wonderful
children that commit each week, missing a playtime, to discover the magic that their voices
can create and share.
The development of healthy vocal skills is essential to access the power and range that the
human voice is capable of and can impact all areas of learning. Studies show that
choral singing improves our mood, with a decrease in stress, depression and anxiety,
becoming all too prevalent in society today especially amongst young people. These
benefits are enhanced in a group setting, compared to singing alone. Singing in a group
offers us a sense of belonging to something bigger than ourselves.

BCJS choir is indeed a special group to be part of and I encourage every child to come
along and discover their voice at some point during their primary years.
Spring Concert
I am looking forward to arranging the Spring Concert as soon as we return to
school featuring the choir singing the irresistible family musical by Andrew
Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice, ‘ Joseph and the Amazing Technicoloured
Dreamcoat’. Our talented instrumentalists and ensemble groups will also
entertain on the night which is provisionally booked for Wednesday 3rd April
at 6.30pm (tbc). Coincidentally, there is a brand new 12 week run of the
show at The London Palladium this summer – I have already booked my
tickets!
AFRICAN MUSIC WORKSHOP
Year 6 have been learning about the rich musical culture of Africa this term and enjoyed a
workshop led by Jim Bernardin from World Music Workshops which involved playing
different African drums, percussion instruments and two huge marimbas! African rhythms
are all about celebrating the wonder of being alive through worshipping the power of the
drum as a symbol of our own hearts which are continually beating - allowing us to
experience the physical world and all its wonders. Jim really managed to communicate the
essence and wonderful diversity of these rhythms and clearly demonstrated how important
it was to play together in an ensemble by following visual as well as auditory signals.
The Year 6 children inspired the whole school at the end of the day with amazing
performances.
SURREY ARTS INSTRUMENTAL TUITION
If your child is interested in learning a musical instrument, please ask me, (Mrs. Burke) or
the school office for an application form for Surrey Arts. Alternatively, please visit
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/heritage-culture-and-recreation/surrey-arts/music/musiclessons-for-children and apply online.
All the lessons are centrally administered through Surrey Arts. Tuition is available for
strings, woodwind, brass, percussion, guitar, piano, keyboard, recorder and singing.
Individual or group lessons are available and lessons normally take place at school during
the school day.
YEAR 4 INSTRUMENTAL TUITION SPRING TERM 2019
During class music lessons next term, I will be teaching the children how to play the
increasingly popular little instrument known as the ukulele (soprano model).
We have a class set of these instruments in school which is a real asset and means they
can be used for other class music lessons and year groups. However, in order for your child
to practice at home, they may want to purchase their own ukulele, as many children did last
year. This is by no means essential, but in case you want more ideas for Christmas
presents, this would be a great little investment!
The model we use in class is an Octopus Soprano Ukulele (fitted with Aquila strings)
and these models can be purchased in most music shops or online for approx. £20.
Alternatively Mahalo is a very good make but ensure the strings are Aquila. A clip –
on ukulele tuner is also worth investing in (£10 approx). Please do not buy a ‘toy’
ukulele that may be very colourful but rarely has any musical quality!

I will be contacting you early in the spring term with details of ukulele music and resources
that will be used in lessons. If you have any queries please get in touch.
(You will understand this picture soon!)

I wish you all a very happy Christmas and a wonderful New Year.
Mrs. Jacqui Burke

Year 6 Epsom College Football Tournament
On Wednesday 26th September the Year 6 football squad travelled to Epsom College where
they were invited to play in a tournament against other state and private schools from across
the borough of Surrey and London. Competition was tough and the boys had to quickly get
used to playing on a smaller pitch with smaller goals. They demonstrated fantastic team
work and skills and were top of their group, progressing to the next stage. After several
more games the boys found themselves in the final which lead to penalties. Unfortunately
on the day the boys did not win but came worthy runners up of the competition. An amazing
result! Well done to all that played.
Year 4 Football Tournament – October 4th
On Thursday 4th October the Year 4 football team visited Warren Mead to participate in a
football tournament. The children participate in a round robin style, playing short matches
against other local schools. The boys played fantastically well, adapting play where
necessary and showing great team work. The tournament ended up with the children
coming joint 1st, a fantastic achievement for the team!
‘We didn’t lose any of our games and we came joint 1 st with St.Annes. I was overjoyed’ –
Harry B, Willow class.
‘I like playing for the Year Four team. I enjoyed it when I set up a goal for my team mate
and I enjoyed scoring against Warren Mead” – Harry P, Willow class.

Year 5 and 6 Football Matches
There have been several matches this term as the North Downs Partnership continue with
their friendly tournaments as well as trialling a Year 6 Football League. For some this was
their first time representing the school at a sporting event and for others it allowed them to
continue to play a game that they love! Well done to all the children who have taken part in
the various games – I know they are looking forward to future matches and ‘Football Week’
in the spring term.
Swimming Gala – 19th October
On Friday 19th October children from Years 4, 5 and 6 attended the District Swimming Gala
at Dorking Pools. The children competed in a range of swimming races which required them
to perform a range of strokes including breastroke, front crawl, backstroke and butterfly.
There were individual events as well as group relays. Children competed in races and were
given points which added to our total point score at the end of the gala. All children
participated well and tried their best and whilst we didn’t win the competition, the children
gained great event experience and demonstrated great team spirit.
Netball
There have been several matches played; including regular
tournaments in the North Downs Partnership as well as an
invite to attend an Epsom College Netball tournament.
Year 5 7-a-side Tournament at Epsom College
A team of 9 Year 5 netballers, accompanied by Mrs
Pledger, went to Epsom College where they were part of
a big tournament involving 20 schools, all 19 others being
private schools. This was always going to be tough for
the girls as it was a 7 a-side tournament with 10ft posts and a size 5 netball, and the other
teams had lots of experience. However this didn’t deter the girls. They played 4 matches of
12 minutes against The Hawthorns, Finton House, Old Vicarage, and The Roche Prep
schools. Although the girls lost every match they kept the goals scored by the other schools
to a minimum, and always improved their match play in the second half after learning from
errors in the first. They never gave up, supported each other so well, and learned a lot from
the experience. Well done to all the girls! Everyone was very proud of how well they
competed.
Many Thanks to Tracey Thompson for all her hard work in delivering the club before and
after school and arranging extra training sessions and netball matches this half term.
Sports Crew Training
On Wednesday 12th December, a group of year five pupils attended a Sports Crew training
event at Donyngs Leisure Centre, Redhill. The Sports Crew training was a great opportunity
for all pupils involved to develop their leadership skills, educating them in planning school
events and competitions as well as providing them with ideas to share back in school. The
training lasted for three hours and the children got the opportunity to take part in a range of
practical activities putting all their learning into place.
Quotes from the Sports Crew after participating in the training:
‘We went to build our leadership and to be able to work as a team. It was an amazing
experience. My favourite part was the mini mile’– Henry P, Poplar class.

‘My favourite part of the training was learning about the mini mile. It was an amazing
experience and I can’t wait to teach the mini mile to other children soon’ – Harry P, Poplar
class
‘It was fun because you got to teach others and met new people. It taught me how to be a
better leader and I am looking forward to teaching other classes. I’m glad I was chosen to
do this’- Poppy-Belle W, Poplar class

A busy sporting term with many more sporting fixtures planned for spring. Once again
thank you to all the parents and carers who have supported the children this term.
Mrs Boxell 

Liddington Residential with Year 6
“When we arrived we were shown to our rooms and we had to unpack. Our room was very
cosy and comfortable and I enjoyed playing with my friends. One night we all played catch
with a beanbag on the top bunk. I had a good group with lots of friends. The most fun was
when we had to design a holder to protect a water balloon from bursting. It was thrown off
the top of the climbing tower, but it exploded everywhere. My favourite activity was raft
building and archery. I also really enjoyed the giant swing. When we were lifted to the top
of the giant swing everyone laughed. I had to pull the rope to let us go.”
Joseph C
“The best activity was the giant swing because it was so high up and I got to do it with my
friends. Night activities were great. I don’t normally like the dark, but we were altogether
in the woods and we made each other laugh. The food was really delicious – my favourite
meal was breakfast as I could have eggs, sausage, cereal AND toast! The week gave me
an opportunity to spend more time with everyone in Year 6.”
Jessica M
“PGL was a unique experience as I got to take part in a wide range of activities including
raft building, canoeing, abseiling and climbing. In the canteen, we had to serve ourselves.
The bacon was especially delicious! Every day I looked forward to the evening
entertainment too. Although I was tired at the end of the week, it was worth it!”
Josiah A

PTA
Dear Parents / Carers,
Thank you to everyone who has taken part and volunteered at the various fundraising
events this year.
From Crisps Sales, Crazy Hair Day, Glow Stick Sales to the Christmas Fair and the fantastic
Christmas Glow Disco. We really couldn’t have pulled it off without you. Plus a big thank
you to everyone who has come along to support and enjoy!
With your help we raised £2066 overall and we
have found a parent to fund match this with £500.
The school would love to spend this money
towards some of the following:
More laptops
Art equipment
Outdoor playground markings for games
i.e. hopscotch
Replace sections of the broken Trim Trail
We would also like to hear from you. Please join us for drinks and nibbles to discuss your
ideas for funding and future events on Friday 11thJanuary at 8pm in the school hall.
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
PTA Team

19th

Dec
3rd January 2019
18th – 22nd Feb
15th March
5th April

TERM DATES
Autumn Term Ends (1.20pm. EARLY CLOSURE)
Spring Term Starts
Half Term
INSET DAY school closed to pupils
Spring Term Ends (1.20pm. EARLY CLOSURE)
Dates for your Diary

7th February
15th February
26th Feb – 1st March
27th February
1st March
4th March
5th March
8th March
13th March
14th March
19th March
29th March
1st - 2nd April
3rd April

Parent’s SATs meeting
Year 4 Theatre Workshop - Egyptians
Life Education Caravan
General Knowledge Rotary Quiz
World Book Day
MOCK SATs week
East Surrey Dance Festival – Harlequin Theatre
Year 6 Theatre Workshop - Romans
Parent Consultation Evening
Red Nose Day
Parent Consultation Afternoon (Early Closure at 1.20)
Class Photographs
Easter Egg Competition
Music Concert

Parent Information
Packed lunches
Just a quick reminder about ensuring your child has a healthy and balanced packed lunch.
We have been monitoring lunches and noticed several children are bringing in chocolate
bars, biscuits and cakes.
Our Food Policy states the following constitutes a balanced packed lunch (in line with the
British Nutrition Foundation):






A portion of starchy food (e.g. bread, pitta, crackers, pasta, rice or couscous)
At least one portion of fruit or vegetables
A portion of milk or dairy food ( e.g. cheese, yoghurt, milk)
A small portion of meat, fish or alternatives (e.g. two slices of ham, chicken,
beef, quorn, tuna, hummus)
A drink of water, fruit juice, milk or smoothies. No fizzy drinks.

It also states that the following items should not be provided and brought into school:






Sweets, chocolate etc
Savoury snacks high in salt and fat
Fizzy/sugary drinks
Sweet cakes, doughnuts etc
Packets of nuts/other nut based products.

Thank you for your co-operation
Lost Property
Please can you make sure that all of your child’s possessions are clearly labelled with their
name, this will make it easier for us to return an item if it is lost. Any that cannot be reunited
with their owners can be found in the lost property at the bottom of the stairs outside the
school hall.
Trips and workshops
We would like to thank parents for their continued support when it comes to giving the pupils
a varied and fun learning experience, without your donations towards the trips and
workshops none of it would have been possible. We feel that the children gain a great deal
from these events, all we ask is that you continue with your support. If you feel that you are
unable to make a donation for any of the opportunities that the school provides for your
child, please come and see the school office, who will be happy to assist you.
Non-Prescribed medicines
Please be reminded that non-prescribed medicines, cough and throat pastilles, alternative
medicines, etc., are NOT permitted in school. Please refer to our school brochure, page
39, 'Healthcare'. Thank you.
Responsible Parking
Please remember to always park responsibly at drop-off and pick-up of your child. We have
received reports of several near miss incidents recently. Thank you.

BCJS EXTRA CURRICULUM CLUBS
January 2019
ATHLETICS CLUB
Starts Wednesday 9th Jan – 3.30 to 4.30. All year groups. Fee payable to SCL. Letter to follow.
FOOTBALL CLUB
To be advised
GIRLS FOOTBALL CLUB - field
Starts Monday 7th Jan 3.30 to 4.30 – all year groups. Fee payable to SCL. Letter in School Office.
CHOIR – lunchtimes – Music Room
Starts Tuesday 8th Jan for Years 5/6 at 12.15 pm to 1.10 pm and Thursday, 10th Jan for Year 3/4 at 12.40
pm to 12.40 pm. Both sessions will be held in the Music Room. This club is run by Mrs J Burke.
GARDENING CLUB
Starts Tuesday 15th Jan 12.15 to 12.45 for all years. This club is run by Mrs Cooper, please see her for
letter.
NETBALL CLUB - playground
Starts Tuesday 15th Jan - 8.00 to 8.45 am – Years 3/4. Starts Thurs 10th Jan (No 17th Jan) then 25th Jan
onwards – 3.30 to 4.30 – Years 5/6 (small fee payable). This club is run by Mrs Tracey Thompson. Letter
has been sent via the children. Spare copies in the School Office.
DANCE CLUB – before school – School Hall
Starts on Wednesday, 16th Jan – Years 3/4 and Thursday, 17th Jan - Years 5/6 at 8.00 to 8.45 am. Fee
payable – letter has been sent. Run by Anna from Starsteppers and Mrs Kate Hammond. Places will be
limited.
GYM CLUB – School Hall
Starts Monday 14th Jan – 8.00 to 8.45. Run by Rebecca Williams – numbers limited, fee payable.
CHESS CLUB – Art Room
Starts Wednesday 9th Jan and Tough Chess Friday 11th Jan – lunchtime. Run by Mr Durrant – separate
letter sent, fee payable.
KIDSZONE – School Hall
Starts on Tuesday 15th Jan in School Hall – 3.30 to 4.45. Fee payable – letter from School Office. This club
is run by Banstead Community Church.
BIBLE CLUB – lunchtimes – Room 8 (Mrs Bahra’s classroom)
Starts Wednesday 9th Jan – Years 5/6 12.15 to 12.40. Years 3/4 12.40 to 1.05. Run by Mr Bongers.
ART CLUB – Art Room
Starts Wednesday 9th Jan – 3.30 to 4.30. Separate letter to follow. Fee payable. Run by Mrs Stearman.
CHEERLEADING – School Hall
Starts Friday 11th Jan – 8.00 to 8.45. Separate letter to follow. Fee payable. Run by Maddy Garry.

EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSURE PROCEDURES
2018/2019
In the event of an emergency school closure:
e.g. very heavy snowfall, heating/electrical failure
Closure before school opening time:1.

Notification:

(a)

Non-internet based
Listen to Radio Jackie 107.8 FM
Message on school answerphone
Notice at front of school

(b)

Internet based
Please be aware that if a large number of schools are affected, these forms of
communication (being internet based) may be slow or crash at peak times.
Surrey County Council Website
Radio Jackie website – www.radiojackie.com (closures due to snow)
Banstead Community Junior School Website (www.bcjs.org.uk)
Parentmail PMX

2.

Forced closures during the school day
In the first instance:We will notify you through Parentmail via a text message to your mobile phone. For
the very few parents that are not on Parentmail the school office will contact you. It
is imperative that you keep us informed of any changes to your mobile phone
numbers.
In addition:- Via our website and a notice at the front of the school.

No child would be allowed to leave the school without being collected by their parent/carer
or school have been given authority from the parent that their child can be collected by an
adult friend or to go home unsupervised (where appropriate).
In the event of parents unable to get to the school to collect their child, procedures are in
place which could allow the child to be accommodated in school overnight with supervision
from an appropriate adult.

